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and the frame black, with a coat of varnish. A bow of yellow 
and black ribbon adorns the scroll back. The cost, all told, was 
less than one dollar. 

La«t of all comes the room which serves as dining-room and 
kitchen. This was a puzzle at first, but finally we arranged it 
in quite a satisfactory manner. Three large windows light the 
room, and they were fitted with "brown hollands" on rollers. 

As there was but one closet we extemporized one by putting 
up some cleats on either side of the deep jambs of an unused 
doorway, thus making a convenient china closet. Pretty chintz 
curtains hide the wares from dust. 

A dry goods box about two and a half feet square and high, 
had a shelf fitted across inside and made a closet for kitchen 
utensils, and covered on top with an oil cloth, was also a good 
table to work on. Beside this is another box, a little lower, 
which holds the oil stove, with three burners. All our cooking 
is done on this. This completes the furnishing of the part of 
the room called the kitchen, which is separated from the re- 
mainder, or dining-room, by a three fold screen, which is six 
and a half feet high and extends nine feet in length. It is made 
of three pine frames,* covered with Japanese cloth in a pretty 
pattern. When doing up the work after meals the screen is 
folded back out of the way, thus making free passage around 
the stove. 

Our "dining-room" is furnished rather more simply than 
the others, for it is used only as an eating room. The floor is 
covered with more of the pretty rugs, which only cost us fifteen 
cents a yard for weaving and warp. The effect is good, and the 
rugs are easily taken up and cleaned. Our table is a common 
**fall leaf," with maple legs and basswood top, and cost just 
fourteen shillings. 

An under cloth of canton flannel deadens the clatter of 
dishes and makes the not over expensive damask look heavier. 
Between meal times it is covered with a turkey red spread, and 
as only the legs of the table are in sight it is just as well as an 
oak or cherry extension, so far as looks go. 

Our buffet is only an old fashioned bureau or chest of draw- 
ers, bought at the low price of three dollars, and, for beauty of 
its old cherry wood, not to be surpassed by any new one of the 
** Queen Anne" style. The old wooden knobs were replaced by 
some antique brass handles. At the back of the top two wood 



posts support a brass rod, on which hangs a short curtain made 
of a remnant of tapestry. When our silver and glass, with the 
" best china," are arranged on it, we think the old bureau a 
very pretty piece of furniture, and it cost, all told, about five 
dollars. 

On the walls we have a few choice bits of engravings and 
one etching taken from the London Art Journal, and put into 
simple oak and cherry frames. In this room is also the bed 
lounge, which in an emergency can accommodate a sleeper or 
two. 

We have now shown you through a little home, which we 
have fitted up simply and cheaply. Our friends all say "how 
cosy you are," and they seem to like to stay and enjoy it with 
us. 

If this simple little recital of *'How we furnished our rooms " 
will encourage or help any young people who, like ourselves, are 
starting life on "Nothing a year," we shall feel that the effort 
has not been in vain. 



CARVED CHINA CABINET. 



PAGE 85 contains an illustration of a large china cabinet 
of great elegance. It is of black walnut, slightly stained, 
and finished with hard shellac, giving it a tone resemb- 
ling very old and carefully kept mahogany. It is the work of 
Mr. Benn Pitman and his pupils of the Cincinnati Art School. 
The engraving is from a pen drawing by Miss Wrampelmeyer, 
also a pupil of that excellent school. The panels at the back of 
the side shelves are original designs of etched brass, witn repouss6 
relief, and oxydized to relieve the metal from the garish newness 
of polished brass. Dainty china in front of these panels must 
present an added charm. There is an aspect of great elaboration 
about this cabinet, but the decoration cannot be said to be over- 
done, this being avoided by the many lines of repose. 



Marble in Walls. — BulPs-eyes in colored marbles, distribu- 
ted alternately in line beneath a frieze, may often be rendered 
an attractive feature, and even at times as a portion of the de- 
sign of the frieze itself, if this be of a bold, floriated character. 
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plain on the other, for passing between carved work, must be 
purchased, as also several in a variety of shapes, such as flat, 
round, turned ups at one end and down at the other, three cor- 
nered, and so on, according to requirements, but these will not 
be needed yet awhile. Another handy tool, a knife, is illus- 
trated at Figure 5, this being particularly useful for rough work 
and for working out the outlines, and generally the tool can be 
made up at home. In concluding this chapter I would impress 
upon the workman the desirability of acquiring the ''knack" of 



carving with both hands, as if he can only cut with the right 
hand he will find himself at times seriously hampered in his 
work. In my next chapter I purpose dealing with the im- 
portant subject of woods and modeling. 



Artistic Mantels.— Some good ideas for decorative coloring 
may be obtained from inspection of some of the artistic mantel 
pieces of variegated marbles of different descriptions united in 
the designs. 




CARVED CHINA CABINET. 
DESIGNED BY BENN PITMAN, CARVED BY THE PUPILS OF THE CINCINNATI ART SCHOOL. 
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